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Center Stage with... 

The ETC Guide is an enrichment guide to be utilized before, during, and after a performance.  The ETC Guide is  

designed to extend the theatregoing experience with activities, exercises, and information spanning a variety of subject ar-
eas to help educators reach the objectives and goals for their curriculum.  Additional ETC Guides may be downloaded from 

our website at www.adplayers.org.  For information about our ETC Workshops call 713-526-2721. 

A. D. Players is a 501 (c)(3) non-profit organization  



 2 About the Writers,  ETC ... 

The Author ñ 
Charles Lutwidge Dodgson  better known as Lewis Carroll  was born in a little parson-
age on 27 January 1832 in Darebury, Cheshire, England, and passed away 65 years later 

on 14 January 1898 in Guildford, Surrey, England.  He had 10 brothers and sisters.  As a 
young boy be developed a stammer in his speech. A severe fever left him deaf in one ear, 
and when he was 17 he suffered from the whooping cough that left him with a weak chest 

later in life.  Despite these physical ailments he was an author, mathematician, Anglican 
deacon and photographer. 

Charles began his education at home.  By the age of seven he was reading The Pilgrimôs 
Progress and at age 12 he went to Rugby School* and excelled academically with 

óapparent easeô.   He left Rugby at the end of 1849 and in 1851 went to Oxford.  The two years in between are 
unexplained.  However, just days after arriving at Oxford he returned home due to the death of his mother.  

As a young man, his social circles said he could sing rather well and was quite adept at mimicry and storytelling.  
He was quite good at charades, which was often played for fun at social gatherings.  He also created and loved 
to play word games.  He invented a game similar to Scrabble and the Word Ladder (back then it was called a 

ñdoubletò).  These games are still loved and played today.  Charles was also quite a mathematician--geometry, 
matrix algebra and mathematical logic.  He wrote several books to advance the mathematical thinking of the 
time. 

Charles began writing poetry and short stories when he was young.  He was socially ambitious and anxious to 
make his mark on the world as a writer or artist.  By 1856 he experienced moderate success but at the time, he 

claimed, ñI do not think I have yet written anything worthy of real publication, but I do not despair of doing so 
someday." 

In 1856 he submitted a poem under the name Lewis Carroll, which is a play on his real name.  Lewis came from 

his middle name Lutwidge  (Latin) and Carroll is an Irish surname similar to the Latin name Carolus, from which 
his first name Charles comes from.  After telling a story to his friendsô daughter, Alice Liddle, she begged him to 
write it down.  Charles first called it Aliceôs Adventures Under Ground.  But it was finally published (1865) as 

Alice in Wonderland under the pen name Lewis Carroll.  A few years later he wrote the sequel Through the 
Looking Glass. 

* Rugby is regarded as one of the UK's leading boarding schools and is one of the oldest independent schools in 

Britain.  It is also the place where the game Rugby  was invented. 

The Playwrightñ 

Jeannette Clift George  was born in Houston, TX.  Since she was a little girl, she wanted to be an actress.  
Mrs. George has acted professionally with the New York Shakespeare touring company, Playhouse in the Park in 

Philadelphia, Arena Stages in Washington, Houstonôs Stages Repertory Theater, many seasons with Houstonôs 
Alley Theatre, and of course A. D. Players.  Mrs. George played the role of Corrie ten Boom in the World Wide 
Pictures film The Hiding Place for which she was nominated and given several awards and critical acclaim.   

She started the A. D. Players as a small unit of eight actors with the idea of creating improvisations from Bible 
Stories.  At first they performed in peoples living rooms, coffee shops, and churches.  Now, 
the A. D. Players is a full time professional Christian Theatre with two stages, a theater arts 

academy for aspiring theater artists, and a touring unit that performs for churches, schools, 
conferences, and a variety of programming throughout the Houston area.  This unit tours 
throughout this country and has enjoyed special bookings in Israel, Canada, China and Swit-

zerland.   

As a writer, Mrs. George has written several books, and many plays which have been per-
formed on the A. D. Players stages as well as in other Theater venues.  Some of you may 

have seen one of her other plays Joshua and the Ta-Ra, Ta-Raa, Ta-Raaa or John, His Story 
which performed off -Broadway in 1987. 


